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into our worship, especially when it speaks to an
experience of God that is not our own. It would feg
Yesterday morning, as | was pouring my coffee, at best, uncomfortable, inauthentic, or meaningles
Eileen offered me some new gingerbread creamer shé\t worst it could be seen as the imperialistic

Music and a Cup of Coffee

had bought. | tried it, and it was good. A few exploitation of other culturesO traditions. Consideér,

minutes later, as | poured my second tall mug  yes, iffor example, that for us at Mount Olivet to sing OL
was that kind of morning D she asked if | wanted My People GoO in our very European style might
some more. | had said that it was good, but when | ~awkward or hokey. Some traditionally-white

opted for the regular cream she assumed that | hadn@thurches might teach it as a childrenOs song but
really liked the gingerbread Ravor. use it in adult worship. We just donOt know how t
R ) sing that song, because as a group we lack both t
OYou should know me better than that,O I joked, stylistic expertise and the emotional, common

Obecause itOs the same as in worship. | love trying experience of where that song really comes from
new things, and | really enjoy when you bring in new \hat it represents. Yet I have seen that same son
things, but | am who I am. | also need my dose of  pring people of all races to tears all at once when
Bach, and | need my non-Bavored coffee.O sung in worship by an African-American choir.

Music is an amazing thing. It is not merely a matter On the other hand, if we continue to only sing the
of taste; it debPnes and expresses our identity. This issame songs and hear the same music, we will Pn
especially apparent when we sing OA Mighty Fortress@hat to be a sign that we are not growing, neither i
on Reformation Sunday, OJesus Christ is Risen numbers nor as a faithful people. The people whq
TodayO on Easter, or OThe Star Spangled BannerO agontinue to come will be the same people who
a baseball game. The way we express ourselves  dentify with that same music, and we will likely dg
musically connects us to our culture, our shared the same things weOve always done. We will bng
experiences, and our past B not to mention the great comfort in the sense of stability and familiar
generations who have gone before us from whom we we create, and we will be quite happy with oursely
have learned our traditions. There is a difference But thatOs just it: we will be by ourselves. We will
between music that we like and music that is our own.pe making connections to our neighbors who are

different from us, we will not be building relationshi

In worship, it would be a mistake to try to suddenly

change our musical ethos. Not only would it not feel

. . " ourselves from the fullness of the communion of
right, but it wouldnOt be honest to who we are. Itcan . . . .
. saints to which God is calling us to belong. In ord

be very perilous to try to adopt someone elseOs music grow, we need to share in and make room for ti

across boundaries, and we will be segregating
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wealth of experience of those whose identity our opinion of expectation that inevitably arise. He or

music does not represent. she will also need to be able to work as part of our
team.

How do we avoid both of these potential mistakes?

One way is to recognize that within our Perhaps the most important skill of all, though, is

congregation is a broader spectrum of musical  for the musician to see himself or herself as
experience than we might realize. There are somenurturing the growth of the musical gifts within the
songs we all share, but there are also those in our whole congregation. He or she must celebrate the
congregation with passions for songs and styles thatusic that is so indicative and formative to who we
we rarely if ever hear on Sunday morning. We  are and who we have been. At the same time he ar
have the opportunity for some of you all to show she must lay alongside our favorites music that is
and teach the rest of us something new. When new to us, so that we may grow in new experiences
even one person is excited by a kind of music, theand expressions of faith. And most of all, a
they have the ability to bring that music into musician must have a passion for Pnding
worship with honesty and authenticity. We individuals within the congregation who have
ourselves will be moved not by our connection to distinct and various musical gifts and equipping
the music but through the music by the genuine  them for musical ministry to the rest of us.
worship of that person. We will then have the
experience of broadening our musical repertoire
and creating appeal for those who would only
marginally feel like they belong in our midst.

That is, a great church musician will not merely
provide music for us nor even direct us in
producing appropriate worship. He will help us to
learn and grow. She will invite participation and
Likewise, we could periodically partner in special leadership from individuals who would otherwise
worship with congregations from other traditions. remain quiet. He will nurture the musical skills of
What we share with each other will always be morghose who show promise. She will provide
meaningful than what we alone might try to opportunities for all groups within our

OborrowO or Osteal.O congregation, young and old, to share with the res

_ _ ) of us music that they love.
In the upcoming weeks, we at Mount Olivet will be

navigating through a signibcant crossroads. We wilh short, some of what we need a musician for is ta
be discerning who our permanent musician will be.share his or her musical gifts in praise to God. But
Eileen has done and continues to do a wonderful €ven more of what we need a musician for is to help
job as an interim, and we are all blessed by her ~ US explore through our diverse musical gifts who wi
hard work and dedication. As we consider are and who we are to become.

available candidates for the permanent position, \ve are who we are. We aren®t going to become
(and Eileen herself among them), we must bear in\ynat others are. We will remain true to our

mind what gifts a church musician needs to help usraditions. At the same time, we value that which is

117

grow according to GodOs purpose for our new in that we can learn from each other, for in

community. laying that which is new to us next to what is dear,
we will Pnd new appreciation for each other and fo

It could go without saying that we need a what it means to live in the wideness of GodOs

competent organist. Our musician will also need tqreative grace. And we will widen our own

have the skills to direct a church choir, both welcome for all those who also need that grace.

musically and in managing the differences of
- Pastor Andrew
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Sunday School Update: Ash Wednesday Service

Starting immediately, we will be doing Sunday \ Lent begins with the
School in a new way with the hope of better serving - N
our young ones and guests. Instead of coming
before worship, we invite the younger children to :
gather during the sermon in the living room, behind %
the glass doors of the sanctuary, where a teacherw )
lead astory tlme.based on th'e.days lectionary Ash Wednesday will be
readings. The children will rejoin us before the _
Eucharist, and parents are welcome to attend with . observed at Mt. Olivet
their children or to remain in the sanctuary. For with its regularly

adults and high school and middle school youth, wescheduled Ash Wednesday evening service at

will be d_eveloplng new education opportunities in 7:00 PM. The imposition of ashes will be

the coming weeks and months. _
offered for each person who bnds wearing

Stay tuned! imposed ashes a signibcant, personal, and

spiritual symbol.
Many thanks to the education committee for all their

observance of Ash

Wednesday, February
22nd.

hard work and dedication to our children! OAsh Wednesday is a solemn day of prayer that
EEEEEEEEEEEEEE...EEEEEEEE. . .

] begins the season oflLent. On this day we
Valentine Potluck confess our sin in a litany of repentance.

The Parish Life Committee will be sponsoring a During LentOs forty days we are invited to carry

Valentine Potluck Supper on Saturday, February oyt the Lenten discipline, practices of fasting,
18th at 6:00 PM. Please bring your favorite dish

and make sure to wear something RED! prayer, and works of love, even as we

accompany!people around the world who are
EEEEEEEEEEEEEE...EEEEEEE.... preparing for baptism at Easter. On this day we
Obltuary may receive the sign of ashes. This ancient

This week we mourn the passing of our sister Elviré&symbol of! repentance reminds us of our

Lindberg, born on February 1_5, 1921. EI_vira was a mortality. Returning to GodOs mercy and grace,
charter member of Mount Olivet along with her 5k ed with the cross of Christ, we make our
husband, Carl, who passed on in 2010. "Elvira's _ )
funeral was held at All Faith's Cemetery on way through Lent, longing for the baptismal

Wednesday, January 18th. We remember Elvira  Waters of Easter, our spiritual rebirth.O

fondly and commit her soul to God's care. (Evangelical Lutheran Worship)
EEEEEEEEEEEEEE...EEEEEEEE.

Prayer List Come join your sisters and brothers on Ash
Please keep the following individuals in prayer: ~ Wednesday as we begin turning our thoughts,
Dorby Thomas, Helen Burda, Kal Hyyrynen, our hearts, and our souls toward Jerusalem

Deborah Brousseau, Todd Cook, Michael LeBlanc, where we will see God in Christ Jesus
Janine Gill, Robert (friend of Eileen Straub), Robertaccomplish the world®s salvation!
(Scott McWilliamsO grandfather) and Liesl Voosen

Fields.
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Psalm 37

...a rendering (not a translation but an
interpretation in modern idoms), by Leslie F.
Brandt in Psalms Now, Concordia Publishing.

It’s high time we stop complaining
about the corruption of our world
or the lack of values in our society.
It seems like at the same time we complain,
we eye with envy those ungodly characters
who appear to have more fun
or to be more successful than us.

If we really trusted in God
and were truly committed to His purposes,
the world might be better off today.

God is in our world.

He is the source of our joy and well-being,
the fulfillment of our hearts’ desires.

God works through those who are dedicated
to Him and His will to permeate this world’s

darkness with divine light.

Let’s stay calm and try to be patient.
Stop worrying about the apparent hopelessness
ofitall.
We only contribute to this despair
with our negativity and defeatism.
God has not taken a vacation; He is here.
He has His own way of dealing
with corruption and greed,
disease and bigotry,
war and violence,
insecurity and fear.

The ultimate victory is God’s.
Those who live within God’s will
shall surely discover
that His purposes prevail,
that true joy and peace and security
come from Him.

Let us wait on God and seek daily to obey Him.
He is our salvation and our security,
and nothing in this world
can take that away from us.
Ask Him to calm our hostilities,
to overcome our anxieties,
and to help us walk in peace and love.

Interfaith Hospitality Network

Our IHN guests will be arriving on Sunday;,

February 26th immediately following our morning
worship service and will be with us through Sunday
March 11th.

The IHN program in Worcester is the only
sheltering program that is family friendly, allowing
families to remain in tact during their sheltering
period. It also works with families while they are in
the program and after they leave it to help ensure
that they remain permanently housed after their
stay.

There are a variety of sign-up sheets posted in the
churchOs narthex where you can volunteer your
assistance in this vital and important outreach to
families who are temporarily out of housing.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEE...EEEEEEE.
Bishop Election

This year we in New England will elect a new bishop to
lead our synod during our annual assembly. "All
members are encouraged to participate in the process i
preparation of the election. It will be an opportunity tg
learn more about what our synod does as well as to
contribute to setting our direction for the future. "To
begin, our conference (central MA) will hold a meeting
at Trinity Lutheran Church in Worcester at 2:30 PM on
Sunday, February 12th. "Pastor Heisen will be attending;
anyone else interested in going or in learning more
should talk to him.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEE...EEEEEEE.
Women's Reading Group

The Group will meet Tuesday, February"21st in the
living room at 12:00 noon. Under discussion will p¢
PEACE LIKE A RIVER by Leif Enger. Described
as "a collage of legends from sources sacred and
profane---from the Old Testament to the Old
West" (The Christian Science Monitor), the book
was selected as one of the best books of the year py
nearly all major newspapers in 2002. Consider
joining us; all are welcome.

-
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Crafting GI’OUp 2011 pledge should be included in a 2011

_ _ . contribution envelope or should be noted as su
The crafting group will meet at Peg HarbertOs house

on the second Thursday of each month at 9:00 AM.
New crafters and ideas are most welcome! If youOre
not OcraftyO, thereOs always something you can do t

Contribution Envelopes - Please Use
hgpem !

will be of great help. As you know, the church purchases and
EEEEEEEEEEEEEE..EEEEEE. distributes contribution envelopes to its membe
Snheak Preview and prospective members. It is very important

that the envelopes be used when contributions
our Central Massachusetts ELCA Conference will be made. The envelopes identify the contributor (

held three Sundays in March this year, with a different the uniquely assigned envelope number), the
theme each week: Parables, Prophesy, Politics." Eachamount of the contribution, and the purpose of

week one toplc will be presented/discussed'in the ~ the contribution (i.e. the contribution is to be
whole group." Watch for the exact times and places in @pplied to the memberOs pledge, is a special

The annual Lay School of Theology sponsored by

the nextOlive Branich Christmas offering, is a special Easter offering,
EEEEEEEEEEEEEE. EEEEEE. and so on). So please use your contribution
_ _ envelopes! They make the counting process
From the Financial Secretary easier, they reduce the likelihood of recording
Concordia Mission Partnership - Can you errors, and they serve as documentation if
help ? guestions arise regarding amounts contributed
the church.

As of January 23rd, 13 families have each
pledged $120 to support the Concordia Mission  |f you have not yet received a set of envelopes
Partnership, for a total amount pledged of would be happy to provide you with your very
$1,560. Last year we had 20 families contribute aown set!

total of $2,700. If you are interested in

supporting this important ministry, please let me A Big Thank You to Our 2011 Counters

know. 1tOs not too late! | would like to take this opportunity to thank all
the individuals that provided their counting
services in 2011. Counting is a very important
There are still some contributions for poinsettias church function. The following individuals
outstanding. If you arenOt sure if you have made should be commended for the outstanding sery
your contribution, please contact me. they provided through out the past year:

o Gary Anderson, Kris Conley, Jan Dearden,
Year End Contribution Statements for Marlene Ekstrand, Joseph Fehribach, Don
2011 Harbert, Ray Pavlak, Ursula Piazza, Bill and
Contribution statements for 2011 will be mailed  Nancy Robbins, Stephanie Ruggiere, Don
at the end of January. If your statement shows a Sheehan, Carolyn Skoglund, Dick Thomas, an
balance and it was not already paid in January, Bill and Sue Whalen.
remember that it is never too late to fulbll your
pledge for 2011. Amounts to be applied to your - Holly Pavlak, Financial Secretary

Outstanding Contributions for Poinsettias
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' oﬁ Going Electronic
@ K.' ) At some time in the near futur€he Olive Branch

will be going electronic!

1
Remember the Number 20!!! If you wish to continue to receive your edition of

The deadline for all submissionsTtbeOlive Braneiie due no  The Olive Brandga Osnail mailO please just let us

later than the 20th of each month. Submissions for the Marcr’know_ We will be glad to mail you one! If you dq

edition will be due in the ofpce by Monday, February 20th. not have email, one will automatically be mailed

Thank you!
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEE...EEEEEE you.
OfPce Hours All others will be mailed electronically. If you ha

Normal ofbce hours are Monday - Thursday, a change of email address, please let the ofbce

9:00 AM - 1:00 PM. Please be aware that if you email me aftdnow.
1:00 PM on Thursday, | will not read your email until the

following Monday morning. If you have an urgent reason to As always, printed copies will be available for pi¢

contact me after 1:00 PM on Thursday, please feel free to call geat the church.
on my cell phone (508) 981-8176. Please leave me a voice-malil

message if necessary and | will get back to you. More details to follow next monthOs newsletter!
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the OLIVE. BRANCH

As recipients of GodOs gracious love shown through the life, deah an lly Pavlak EEE..Financial Secretary
resurrection of Jesus Christ, we are called in faith to: =

¥
¥
¥

receive GodOs love in Word and Sacrament

celebrate GodOs love in Christian community; and
share GodOs love in inviting, caring and service toward on
another and the world

PASTOR
Rev. Andrew Heisen
Cell: (617) 999-9796
Email: pastor_mtolivet@townisp.com

OFFICE SECRETARY/TEMPORARY ORGANIST
Eileen Straub

E-mail: ofbce_mtolivet@townisp.com

OFFICERS
Len Levin EEEE.President
Dorby Thomas EE.Vice-President
Cathy Sheehan EE.Treasurer
Nancy Robbins EE.Secretary

CONGREGATION COUNCIL

Mark Arpin Leonard Levin
Marlene Ekstrand Stephanie Ruggiere
Kris Sheehan Ursula Piazza

Barbara Schuh Nancy Robbins
Dorby Thomas Carolyn Skoglund
Kalvei Hyyrynen  William Whalen

=]

Church telephone: 508-842-273
Website: www.mtolivetlutheran.ofg

[eLISI.I\ SANISUSS Bl

d3a1s3aNO3Y ADIAY3S NYNL3Y

Z.LT "ON LInd3d
€T9T0 VIN ‘"431S30H0OM
dlvd
i Ix(H%i++
i +3#i 049U

6EEZ- SPSTO SHASNUIESSEIN ‘AINGSMaIUS % 19911 10adsold e
‘SpueY INQO YI0M SQPOD

BOLIBWY Ul YainyD uesayinT [esljabueny
yainyD ueIsyINT 19AIO JUNON

2215
SiE


mailto:pastor_mtolivet@townisp.com
mailto:pastor_mtolivet@townisp.com
mailto:office_mtolivet@townisp.com
mailto:office_mtolivet@townisp.com

